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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 12/22/2010 PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

2. This Office Action is in response to applicant's communication filed 1 2/22/201 0 in 
response to PTO Office Action mailed 07/22/2010. The Applicant's remarks and 
amendments to the claims and/or the specification were considered with the results as 
follow. 

3. Claims 1-2, 5, 7, 9-10, 13, 15, 17-18, 21-23, 25-29, 31, 34, 43-45, 53-55, 58-61, 
75-79 have been presented for examination in this application. In response to the last 
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Office Action. As a result, Claims 1-2, 5, 7, 9-10, 13, 15, 17-18, 21-23, 25-29, 31, 34, 
43-45, 53-55, 58-61, 75-79 are now pending 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pages 1 3-1 7, filed on 1 2/22/201 0, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) Claims 1-2, 5, 7, 9-10, 13, 15, 17-18, 21-23, 25- 
29, 31, 34, 43-45, 53-55, 58-61, 75-79 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Donnelly (US Pub. No. 2002/ 01 991 92). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1, 2, 13, 18, 21, 76 and 77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Schneidewend et al. (US Publication No. 6182287), herein after 
"Schneidewend" in view of Donnelly (US Publication No. 2002/0199192). 
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As to claim 1, Schneidewend teaches, A method comprising: 

• "providing a first set of announcements of electronic service guide data 

(col. 6, lines 26-46) to be transmitted through a network" see at Figs. 3, 

4 and 5 and col.1 , lines 40-51 , col. 3, lines 38-52 and col. 4, lines 35-67 {A 
database associates individual services and corresponding menu items in the 
favorite services menu with their respective sources and supports service 
selection, tuning and acquisition. Additional abbreviated lists of favorite 
multimedia services, comprising sub-sets of parent service lists, are also 
hierarchically displayed in response to User command in order to facilitate and 
refine a search for a desired service); 

• "causing, at least in part, transmission of said first and second set of 
announcements" at Figs. 3, 4 and 5 and col.4, lines 53-67 and col. 5, lines 8-14 
and lines 45-62 and col. 6, lines 26- 46, A first list may comprise 100 favorite 
services and second, third fourth and fifth lists may comprise 40, 20, 10, and 5 
favorite services respectively. Further the list services may be collated according 
to attributes including (a) the User, as identified by a userid and/or password, 
and (b) the service source, e.g. satellite, cable, terrestrial Internet, LAN etc. As a 
result, a User is able to more easily navigate and select a desired program. This 
is of particular importance in multimedia decoders capable of both, receiving 
hundreds of video channels from a variety of sources, and performing various 
other multimedia functions). 
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• "providing a second set of announcements of electronic service guide data 

(at Figs. 3, 4 and 5 and col. 3, lines 35-60, (program specific information 
contained in the unit database also contains ancillary program guide information 

(e.g. an Electronic Program Guide-EPG))) that was updated into an 

earlier version of the first set of announcements is described in the first 
set of announcement" at col. 4, lines 35-67 and col. 6, lines 26-45, (The menu 
displays are generated in the form of overlay pixel map data by OSD generator 
under direction of controller and are updated using the database maintained by 
unit in controller. This database links particular menus with selectable menu 
option icons in the menu currently displayed on unit. However, according to the 
claim limitations, examiner assumed that the both of the first and second sets of 
announcements contains update sessions and other sessions); 

Schneidewend does not teach, " describing a plurality of multimedia 

sessions...; at least one updated multimedia sessions...."; 

Donnelly teaches, " describing a plurality of multimedia sessions...; at 

least one updated multimedia sessions.... " at Fig. 1 D (see multiple sessions) and 
Para.[0053] and [0054], (show lists are updated each day at midnight GMT with the 
show list for the day just completed being deleted and the show list for the same day 
next week being added to the database. However, according to the claim limitations, 
examiner assumed that the both of the first and second sets of announcements 
contains update sessions and other sessions); 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Donnelly into the Channels and services 
display of Schneidewend, because updated multimedia session would provide 
"effectively notifies and alerts a viewer about the availability of new or previously 
unavailable channels and services without affecting current viewing". 

As to claim 2, Schneidewend/ Donnelly teaches, "A method according to 
claim 1, wherein transmitting said first and second sets of announcements 
comprises transmitting said first set of announcements through a first channel 
and transmitting said second set of announcements through a second, different 
channel" Schneidewend, at col. 5, lines 45-61 and col. 6, lines 25-46. 

As to claim 13, Schneidewend/ Donnelly teaches, "A method according to claim 1, 
wherein the first set of announcements of electronic service Guid data describe 
an electronic program Guid" Schneidewend, col. 6, lines 40-46. 

As to claim 18, Schneidewend/ Donnelly teaches, "a method according to claim 13, 
wherein the network is a digital video broadcasting network, an advanced 
television systems committee network, an integrated services digital 
broadcasting network, or an internet protocol based broadcasting network 

"Schneidewend, at col.1, lines 11-25. 

As to claim 21, Schneidewend/ Donnelly teaches, " A method according to claim 1, 
wherein said first set of announcements describe available electronic services 
including newspapers, radio, television and songs, videos, pictures, games, 
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software, or a combination thereof" Schneidewend, at col. 2, lines 65-67 and col. 3, 
lines 1-16. 

As to claim 76, Schneidewend/ Donnelly teaches, A method according to claim 2, 
wherein the second set of announcements and some of the first set of 
announcements are transmitted via the first channel and the second channel 
synchronously with overlaps" Schneidewend, at col. 5, lines 45-61 and col. 6, lines 
25-46. 

As to claim 77, Schneidewend/ Donnelly teaches, "A method according to claim 2, 
wherein the second set of announcements and some of the first set of announcements 
are transmitted via the first channel and the second channel synchronously without 
overlaps" Schneidewend, at col. 5, lines 45-61 and col. 6, lines 25-46 

6. Claims 3, 7, 9, 10, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schneidewend et al (US Pub. No. 6182287) 
in view of Donnelly (US Pub. No. 2002/ 0199192) as applied to claims 1 above and 
further in view of Rizzo et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/ 0147390). 

As to claim 3, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first set of announcements and transmitting said 
second set of announcements comprises transmitting said first set of announcements 
through a first IP address and transmitting said second set of announcements through a 
second, different IP address respectively". 
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However, Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1 , wherein transmitting 
said first set of announcements and transmitting said second set of announcements 
comprises transmitting said first set of announcements through a first IP address and 
transmitting said second set of announcements through a second, different IP address 
respectively" at Para. [0009], [0070] and [0077]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements and transmitting said second set of announcements comprises 
transmitting said first set of announcements through a first IP address and transmitting 
said second set of announcements through a second, different IP address respectively 
device would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary data sets 
in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to monitor the 
state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary communication channel. 

As to claim 7, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according to 
claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first set of announcements and transmitting said 
second set of announcements comprises transmitting said first set of announcements 
through a first port number and transmitting said second set of announcements through 
a second, different port number respectively". 

Rizzo teaches, " A method according to claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first set of 
announcements and transmitting said second set of announcements comprises 
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transmitting said first set of announcements through a first port number and transmitting 
said second set of announcements through a second, different port number 
respectively" at Para. . [001 1], [0019] and [0020]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel. 

As to claim 9, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according to 
claim 1 , wherein providing said first set of announcements and providing said second 
set of announcements comprises including in each announcement of said first set of 
announcements data for identifying said announcement as an announcement which 
describes one of said plurality of multimedia sessions and in each announcement of 
said second set of announcements data for identifying said announcement as an 
announcement which describes a one of said at least one updated multimedia session". 

However, Rizzo teaches, " A method according to claim 1 , wherein providing said first 
set of announcements and providing said second set of announcements comprises 
including in each announcement of said first set of announcements data for identifying 
said announcement as an announcement which describes one of said plurality of 
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multimedia sessions and in each announcement of said second set of announcements 
data for identifying said announcement as an announcement which describes a one of 
said at least one updated multimedia session" at Para. .[001 1], [0019] and [0026]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel. 

As to claim 10, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according to 
claim 1 , wherein providing said first set of announcements and providing said second 
set of announcements comprises including in each announcement of said first set of 
announcements respective data for specifying a position of a corresponding multimedia 
session within a first portion of a multimedia session directory and including in each 
announcement of said second set of announcements respective data for specifying a 
position of a corresponding multimedia session within a second portion of the 
multimedia session directory". 

Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1, wherein providing said first set of 
announcements and providing said second set of announcements comprises including 
in each announcement of said first set of announcements respective data for specifying 
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a position of a corresponding multimedia session within a first portion of a multimedia 
session directory and including in each announcement of said second set of 
announcements respective data for specifying a position of a corresponding multimedia 
session within a second portion of the multimedia session directory" at Para. [0028], 
[0029] and [0039]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel. 

As to claim 15, Schneidewend/ Donnelly do not teach, "A method according to 
claim 1 , comprising arranging the providing of said second set of announcements after 
the providing of said first set of announcements". 

However, Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1, comprising arranging 
the providing of said second set of announcements after the providing of said first set of 
announcements" at Para. .[001 1], [0019] and [0026]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
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announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel. 

As to claim 22, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , comprising including a description of a corresponding multimedia session in 
each announcement". 

Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1 , comprising including a description of a 
corresponding multimedia session in each announcement" at Para. . [001 1], [0019] and 
[0026]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel. 

As to claim 23, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , comprising including a description of a corresponding multimedia session in 
each announcement"; 
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However, Rizzo teaches, A method according to claim 1 , comprising including a 
description of a corresponding multimedia session arranged according to session 
description protocol in each announcement" at Para.. [001 1], [0019] and [0026]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel 

As to claim 24, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , comprising including a description of a corresponding multimedia session in 
each announcement"; 

However, Rizzo teaches, " A method according claim 1, wherein transmitting said 
first set of announcements comprises transmitting said first set of announcements as a 
series of linked messages" Para. [0076].. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 



Application/Control Number: 10/539,852 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2161 

monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel 

As to claim 25, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first and second set of announcements comprises 
transmitting said first set of announcements in a first set of time slots and transmitting 
said second set of announcements in a second set of time slots, each timeslot of said 
first set of timeslots being provided at a different time from each timeslot of said second 
set of time slots"; 

However, Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1, wherein transmitting 
said first and second set of announcements comprises transmitting said first set of 
announcements in a first set of time slots and transmitting said second set of 
announcements in a second set of time slots, each timeslot of said first set of timeslots 
being provided at a different time from each timeslot of said second set of time slots" at 
Para. [0008], [001 1]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel 
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As to claim 26, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first and second set of announcements comprises 
transmitting said first set of announcements in a first set of time slots and transmitting 
said second set of announcements in a second set of time slots, each timeslot of said 
first set of timeslots being provided at a different time from each timeslot of said second 
set of time slots"; 

However, Rizzo teaches, " A method according to claim 1 , wherein transmitting 
said first and second set of announcements comprises transmitting said first set of 
announcements in a first set of time slots and transmitting said second set of 
announcements in a second set of time slots, each timeslot of said first set of timeslots 
being provided at a different time from each timeslot of said second set of time slots" ar 
Para. [001 1] and [0073]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for 
multicast communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set 
of announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several 
secondary data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set 
recipients to monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel; 

As to claim 27, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "" A method 
according to claim 1 , comprising multiplexing said first and second sets of 
announcements"; 
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However, Rizzo teaches, " A method according to claim 1, comprising 
multiplexing said first and second sets of announcements" at para. [001 1]. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast communication of Schneidewend/ 
Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of announcements would provide a way to 
modification data relating to several secondary data sets in a single primary data set, 
hence, allows secondary data set recipients to monitor the state of the secondary 
datasets by listening to a single primary communication channel; 

As to claim 28, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , further comprising providing a third set of announcements identifying said at 
least one updated multimedia session"; 

However, Rizzo teaches, " A method according to claim 1, further comprising 
providing a third set of announcements identifying said at least one updated multimedia 
session" at Para. [001 1] and [0073]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the 
Protocol for multicast communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting 
said first set of announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to 
several secondary data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data 
set recipients to monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single 
primary communication channel; 
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As to claim 29, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "method according to claim 
1 , wherein providing the second set of announcements describing the at least one 
updated multimedia session comprises providing a set of announcements identifying the 
at least one updated multimedia session"; 

Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1 , wherein providing the second set of 
announcements describing the at least one updated multimedia session comprises 
providing a set of announcements identifying the at least one updated multimedia 
session" at para. [001 1] and [0019]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel; 

Claim 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schneidewend et al (US Pub. No. 6182287) in view of Donnelly (US Pub. No. 2002/ 
0199192), as applied to claims 1 above and further in view of Rizzo et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/ 0147390) and Dougali et al (US Pub. No. 2003/ 0093485). 
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As to claim 17, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, ""A method 
according to claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first set of announcements comprises 
transmitting said first set of announcements according to a session announcement 
protocol; an unidirectional transport protocol, or a user datagram protocol"; 

Rizzo teaches, "A method according to claim 1 , wherein transmitting said first set 
of announcements comprises transmitting said first set of announcements according to 
a session announcement protocol" at Para. .[0011], [0019] and [0026]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting said first set of 
announcements would provide a way to modification data relating to several secondary 
data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data set recipients to 
monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single primary 
communication channel; 

Schneidewend/ Donnelly / Rizzo does not teaches, "an unidirectional transport 
protocol, or a user datagram protocol"; 

Dougali teaches, "a unidirectional transport protocol, or a user datagram 
protocol" at Para. [0094]; 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Dougali into the scheduled streaming of best 
effort data of Schneidewend/ Donnelly / Rizzo, because an unidirectional transport 
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protocol, or a user datagram protocol would provide a way to control the transmission of 
best-effort filed data or programs on channels from controllers to several client nodes; 

Claim 31 and 75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schneidewend et al (US Pub. No. 6182287) in view of Donnelly (US Pub. No. 
2002/ 0199192) as applied to claims 1 above and further in view of Mugura et al. (U.S. 
Pub. No. 6518986). 

As to claim 31, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , wherein providing the second set of announcements describing the at least 
one updated multimedia session comprises providing a set of notifications pointers 
pointing to the at least one updated multimedia session"; 

Muguro teaches, "A method according to claim 1 , wherein providing the second 
set of announcements describing the at least one updated multimedia session 
comprises providing a set of notifications pointers pointing to the at least one updated 
multimedia session" at col. 2, lines 20-38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Muguro into the on-screen guide for a multiple 
channel broadcasting system of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because providing the 
second set of announcements describing the at least one updated multimedia session 
comprises providing a set of notifications pointers pointing to the at least one updated 
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multimedia session would provide a way to generating an on screen guide for a user to 
select channels in a multiple channel broadcasting system, and a computer system; 

As to claim 75, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , wherein the second set of announcements describing the at least one 
updated multimedia session are in the form of a set of announcements pointers 
identifying the at least one updated multimedia session"; 

Muguro teaches, " A method according to claim 1 , wherein the second set of 
announcements describing the at least one updated multimedia session are in the form 
of a set of announcements pointers identifying the at least one updated multimedia 
session" at col. 2, lines 20-38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Muguro into the on-screen guide for a multiple 
channel broadcasting system of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because providing the 
second set of announcements describing the at least one updated multimedia session 
comprises providing a set of notifications pointers pointing to the at least one updated 
multimedia session would provide a way to generating an on screen guide for a user to 
select channels in a multiple channel broadcasting system, and a computer system; 

Claim 34 and 60-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schneidewend et al (US Pub. No. 6182287) in view of Donnelly (US Pub. No. 
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2002/ 0199192), as applied to claims 1 above and further in view of Bell et al. (U.S. 
Pub. No. 7181526). 

As to claim 34, Schneidewend/ Donnelly does not teaches, "A method according 
to claim 1 , comprising transmitting at least one of said sets of announcements 
according to an asynchronous layered coding protocol"; 

Bell teaches, " A method according to claim 1, comprising transmitting at least 
one of said sets of announcements according to an asynchronous layered coding 
protocol" at col. 8, lines 26-49, col. 19, lines 19-27, col. 20, lines 66-67 and col. 21, lines 
1-10 ( about "announcement...", see "notification" for the updated multimedia session), 
also see at col. 3, lines 1-25 and col. 47, lines 30-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Bell into Announced session description of 
Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting at least one of said sets of 
announcements according to an asynchronous layered coding protocol would provide a 
way to security and charging policies to be incorporated within the session description 
for use within the session control system to invoke appropriate charging and security 
procedures; 

As to claim 60, Schneidewend/ Donnelly / Razzo teaches, "The apparatus 
according to claim 59, wherein the apparatus is further caused to selectively receive a 
third set of announcements describing another plurality of multimedia sessions 
identifying said at least one updated session" Razzo, Para. [001 1] and [0020]; 
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Schneidewend/ Donnelly / Razzo does not teach, ""if the said first set of 
announcements has been received, either not to receive or not to forward said third set 
of announcements"; 

Bell teaches, "if the said first set of announcements has been received, either not 
to receive or not to forward said third set of announcements" see Bell, at "abstract", at 
col. 4, lines 3-24 and col.6, lines 53-60; 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Bell into Announced session description of 
Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because transmitting at least one of said sets of 
announcements according to an asynchronous layered coding protocol would provide a 
way to security and charging policies to be incorporated within the session description 
for use within the session control system to invoke appropriate charging and security 
procedures; 

As to claim 61, Schneidewend/ Donnelly / Razzo /Bell teaches, "apparatus 
according to claim 60 which is a mobile communications device" see Bell, "abstract". 

Claims 43-45, 53-55, 58-59 and 78-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schneidewend et al (US Pub. No. 6182287) in view of 
Donnelly (US Pub. No. 2002/ 01 991 92) and further in view of Rizzo et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/0147390). 

As to claim 43, Schneidewend teaches, A method comprising: 
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• "causing, at least in part, selective reception of a first set of 
announcements of electronic service guide data describing a plurality of 
multimedia sessions transmitted through a network" see at Fig. 5 and col.1 , 
lines 40-51 , col. 3, lines 38-52, (A database associates individual services and 
corresponding menu items in the favorite services menu with their respective 
sources and supports service selection, tuning and acquisition. Additional 
abbreviated lists of favorite multimedia services, comprising sub-sets of parent 
service lists, are also hierarchically displayed in response to User command in 
order to facilitate and refine a search for a desired service.); 

• "causing, at least in part selective reception of a second set of 

announcements of electronic service guide data describing that was 

updated into an earlier version of the first set of announcements is 
described in the first set of announcement" col. 4, lines 35-52 and col. 6, 
lines 26-45, (The menu displays are generated in the form of overlay pixel map 
data by OSD generator under direction of controller and are updated using the 
database maintained by unit in controller. This database links particular menus 
with selectable menu option icons in the menu currently displayed on unit). 

Schneidewend does not teaches, "selective reception of a second set of 
announcements of electronic service guide data describing at least one updated 
multimedia session that was updated into an earlier version of the first set of 
announcements; accessing at least one of the plurality of received multimedia 
sessions"; 
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Donnelly teaches, "...at least one updated multimedia session " at Para. 

[0053], [0054] and [0055], (show lists are updated each day at midnight GMT with the 
show list for the day just completed being deleted and the show list for the same day 
next week being added to the database); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Donnelly into the Channels and services 
display of Schneidewend, because updated multimedia session would provide 
"effectively notifies and alerts a viewer about the availability of new or previously 
unavailable channels and services without affecting current viewing". 

Razzo teaches, "accessing at least one of the plurality of received multimedia 
sessions" at Para. [0011] and [0019]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend/ Donnelly, because accessing at least one of the 
plurality of received multimedia sessions would provide a way to modification data 
relating to several secondary data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows 
secondary data set recipients to monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening 
to a single primary communication channel. 

As to claim 44, Schneidewend/ Donnelly/ Razzo teaches, " A method according to 
claim 43, further comprising determining whether all of said first set of announcements 
have been received" at Schneidewend, col. 1, lines 40-51 . 



Application/Control Number: 10/539,852 Page 25 

Art Unit: 2161 

As to claim 45, Schneidewend/ Donnelly/ Dudkiewicz / Razzo teaches, " A method 
according to claim 44, further comprising selecting not to receive further said first set of 
announcements and selecting to receive said second set of announcements" at 
Schneidewend, col. 1 , lines 40-51 . 

. As to claim 53, Schneidewend teaches, A method comprising: 

• "listening to a first set of announcements of electronic service guide data 
describing a plurality of multimedia sessions transmitted through a 
network" see at Fig. 5 and col.1 , lines 40-51 , col. 3, lines 38-52, (A database 
associates individual services and corresponding menu items in the favorite 
services menu with their respective sources and supports service selection, 
tuning and acquisition. Additional abbreviated lists of favorite multimedia 
services, comprising sub-sets of parent service lists, are also hierarchically 
displayed in response to User command in order to facilitate and refine a search 
for a desired service. ) ; 

• "determining whether said first set of announcements have been received; 
if said first set of announcements have been received, then stopping 

listening to said first set of announcements, and (at col. 4, lines 40-52 

and col. 6, lines 7-25, The menu displays are generated in the form of overlay 
pixel map data by OSD generator 37 under direction of controller 60 and are 
updated using the database maintained by unit 64 in controller 60. This 
database links particular menus with selectable menu option icons in the menu 
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currently displayed on unit 50. Controller 60 is thereby enabled to determine and 
generate the next hierarchical menu to be displayed on unit 50 in response to 
User selection of a current menu option icon) is described in the first set of 
announcement" at col.4, lines 53-67 and col. 5, lines 8-14 and lines 45-62, (A 
first list may comprise 100 favorite services and second, third fourth and fifth lists 
may comprise 40, 20, 10, and 5 favorite services respectively. Further the list 
services may be collated according to attributes including (a) the User, as 
identified by a userid and/or password, and (b) the service source, e.g. satellite, 
cable, terrestrial Internet, LAN etc. As a result, a User is able to more easily 
navigate and select a desired program. This is of particular importance in 
multimedia decoders capable of both, receiving hundreds of video channels from 
a variety of sources, and performing various other multimedia functions). 

• "listening to a second set of announcements of electronic service guide 
data describing at least one .... that was updated into an earlier version of 
the first set of announcements; listening to a second set of 

announcements of electronic service guide data describing that was 

updated into an earlier version of the first set of announcements" col. 4, 
lines 35-52 and col. 6, lines 26-45, (The menu displays are generated in the form 
of overlay pixel map data by OSD generator under direction of controller and are 
updated using the database maintained by unit in controller. This database links 
particular menus with selectable menu option icons in the menu currently 
displayed on unit). 
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Schneidewend does not teaches, "...at least one updated multimedia session....; 
accessing at least one of the plurality of listened multimedia sessions"; 

Donnelly teaches, "...at least one updated multimedia session " at Para. 

[0053], [0054] and [0055], (show lists are updated each day at midnight GMT with the 
show list for the day just completed being deleted and the show list for the same day 
next week being added to the database); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Donnelly into the Channels and services 
display of Schneidewend, because updated multimedia session would provide 
"effectively notifies and alerts a viewer about the availability of new or previously 
unavailable channels and services without affecting current viewing". 

However, Razzo teaches, "accessing at least one of the plurality of listened 
multimedia sessions" at Para. [001 1] and [0019]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Rizzo into the Protocol for multicast 
communication of Schneidewend, because accessing at least one of the plurality of 
received multimedia sessions would provide a way to modification data relating to 
several secondary data sets in a single primary data set, hence, allows secondary data 
set recipients to monitor the state of the secondary datasets by listening to a single 
primary communication channel. 
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Note that claim 55, 58, 78 and 79 recite the corresponding limitations as set 
forth in claim 53 above, thus rejected accordingly. 

As to claim 54, Schneidewend/ Donnelly / Razzo teaches, " A method according 
to claim 53, further comprising: stopping listening to a third set of announcements 
describing a further plurality of multimedia sessions including said at least one updated 
multimedia session" Schneidewend, at col.4, lines 53-67 and col. 5, lines 8-14 and lines 
45-62. 

As to claim 59, Schneidewend/ Donnelly/ Dudkiewicz / Razzo teaches, "The 
apparatus according to claim 58, wherein: the apparatus is further caused to determine 
whether said first set of announcements has been received; and said first set of 
announcements has been received, to receive said second set of announcements" 
Schneidewend, at col. 5, lines 45-61 and col. 6, lines 25-46. 
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